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Kia ora e te whdanau

Spring is in full swing, and as we head toward the end
of the year, we wanted to share a few little updates.

In October we held our annual conference which is
a great opportunity for kaiako to connect and grow
through professional learning. We're proud of the
energy and insights shared across the two days.

Thank you to everyone who attended our AGM.
Your support helps guide our direction and strengthen
our mahi.

You may notice our E Ta Kaha logo has changed to
pink, a visual cue that Phase 2 is underway.

We will keep sharing with you what that means and
how we can all continue to advocate for tamariki and
early childhood education.

Nga mihi mahana,

Whanau Manaaki

Featured image: Take a look, tamariki at Goldfields Kindergarten in South Otago.



Kindergartens Closed Due to
Coloured Sand Recall

As you have probably heard, some coloured
sand products have been found to contain
traces of asbestos material and some of our
kindergartens have used this sand and have
had to close while tests are undertaken.

We are following Ministry of Education
requirements and getting 13 of our 111
kindergartens tested by licensed operators.
While we wait for test results, we have to remain
closed.

We know this information is a concern to our
families, but we want to stress that experts
describe the risk as very low.

We also know that closing kindergartens causes
considerable inconvenience and stress to
families. As soon as we are able to reopen,

we will.

As we get any new information relating to any
of our kindergartens or the processes we must
follow, we will pass this onto you.

Families of affected kindergartens will receive
more information from your individual
kindergarten. If you have not heard from your
kindergarten, then it is not involved in the
product recall.

If you have concerns, please contact your
kindergarten's head teacher in the first
instance. Our head teachers are all available to
support you.

Thank you as always for your support as we
work through this issue.

Accessing FamilyBoost

FamilyBoost is a government initiative
designed to help families with the cost of early
childhood education. It ‘s a scheme that
supports whanau to recover some of their
early childhood education fees.

We're here to help whanau with this process,
which can be a bit complicated, If you need
help from our team please email:

familyboost@wmbkindergartens.org.nz

Recently, you would have received a
FamilyBoost Statement for July-September.
You can use this to claim your FamilyBoost
rebate from Inland Revenue.

If you want to make a FamilyBoost claim,
please visit Inland Revenue at:

https://www.ird.govt.nz/familyboost

Above image: Creative drawing time at Toru Fetd Kindergarten
Below right image: Tamariki at Ng@hina Kindergarten



Nga Oro - Whanau Manaaki
Conference 2025

Last month hundreds of Whanau Manaaki staff
gathered together in Wellington for our annual
conference.

Staff were invited to attend a variety of
professional development workshops and
lectures around this year's conference theme
of Nga Oro - Voices. The theme of Nga Oro
encourages staff to listen to voices from multiple
points of view and multiple lived experiences.
Professional Development is a key factor in
maintaining high quality early childhood
education, and so Whanau Manaaki invests
significantly in providing excellent professional
development for our staff.

Over the two days of conference staff heard
from over 30 speakers, from a wide variety of
specialties. Our six topic streams were Learning
Support, Pedagogy, Community, Social Justice,
the Dynamics of ECE and Hauora (well-being).
Together, we celebrated connection, learning,
and the shared purpose that drives everything
we do for our tamariki and communities.

AGM - Annual General Meeting

In October, the Whanau Manaaki Annual General
Meeting (AGM) was held at our support office
in Porirua.

Outgoing Board Chair Martin Robinson led the
meeting presenting the Annual Report and our
Financial and Service Performance Statements,
the budget for the coming year, and the adoption
of new rules to comply with the requirements

of the Incorporated Societies Act 2022.

The results of this year's board elections were
announced, with Kath Cooper retaining her
position as a Community Representative and
Alexandra Owens being elected as the new Staff
Representative.

Board members Martin Robinson, Emma
McGregor and Anne Prescott are all finishing their
terms on the board and were acknowledged for
their significant service and contributions to the
organisation.

Top image: Senior Teachers Nga Ropu and Annie Masterton,
Bottom image: Day one of Nga Oro.

Image: Nuanua Kindergarten celebrate their wonderful
volunteer Dorothy Tapusoa, for her continued support at
our Annual General Meeting (AGM).

Kindergartens from the Porirua region joined
the meeting to celebrate and acknowledge
volunteers in their communities, that have
given their time and expertise to help tamariki
and kaiako at their kindergartens. It was great
to see so many amazing parents, whanau and
community champions celebrated for the
richness they bring to our kindergartens!



STAND UP STRONG

E TG Kaha is a Whanau Manaaki campaign that encourages our staff and kaiako to advocate
for early childhood education (ECE) as a public good and a right for all tamariki in Aotearoa.

E TG Kaha is our campaign that encourages

our staff, kaiako and the community to

advocate for early childhood education (ECE) as

a public good and a right for all tamariki in Aotearoa
New Zealand. We advocate for funding and policy
including regulations to keep early childhood
education affordable high quality, and safe.

We encourage whanau and community
members who are interested to get involved
in the E TG Kaha campaign.

. Please contact us by emailing
campaigns@wmkindergartens.org.nz with
the subject line ‘campaign’.

. Include your name, phone number and
if you are connected to a Kindergarten
which Kindergarten you're connected to.

We are also looking for whanau members who
would be willing to speak to the media in support
of high-quality early childhood education as a
public good. We can support people to do this.

If this sounds like you, please email:
campaigns@wmkindergartens.org.nz with the
subject line ‘Media’.

Our campaign that encourages our staff, kaiako
and the community to advocate for early childhood
education (ECE) as a public good and a right for all
tamariki in Aotearoa New Zealand. We advocate
for funding and policy including regulations to
keep early childhood education affordable and
high quality.
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Top image: Kaitiaki o Kaupapa Mdori, Louana Fruean outside Parliament-
photo credit Alex Cairns- Stuff.

Above Image: Kaiako from Karori Kindergarten outside parliament.



Teaching & Learning

Supporting Tamariki Language and Communication

Every child develops language at their own pace.
Some early, some later, some communicate in
different ways. Communication includes words,
gestures, facial expressions, sounds, signs, and using
pictures or devices to get messages across.

The important thing is to make sure your child feels
understood, included, and connected.

Everyday Strategies That Support Communication

Talk about what you or your child are doing:
“You're pushing the car! It's going fast!”

Gently add a word or two. If your child says, “Dog run,”

you can reply, “Yes, the dog is running!” You're
showing the next step, building vocabulary and, not
correcting.

Children learn best through hearing language.
Try to comment more and ask fewer test-style
questions.

Notice what your child is interested in and talk
about that. Communication is strongest when it's
meaningful.

Give your child time to respond. Count slowly to
5 in your head - children need time to process.

Supporting Bilingual or Multilingual Tamariki

It's natural for children to mix languages —
this is part of their learning.

Keep using the languages your whanau use.
Use repetition, songs, books, and conversations in
both languages.

Key Message for Whanau

Keep using the languages of your whanau.
Use repetition, songs, books, and
conversations in both languages.

Encourage family and community members
to share language and stories. Bilingualism
is a strength.

Tamariki benefit from visual supports.

You can try picture cards or photo charts for
routines (e.g. getting dressed, snack time).
You can also gesture and sign, alongside
speech (e.g. NZSL The Online Dictionary of NZ
Sign Lanuage)

When to Seek Extra Support

It's always okay to ask for help early. You
could:

+  Talk to your child's kaiako - they can
share observations and strategies.

+  Kaiako can help you access speech
language therapists through the Ministry
of Education. This is a free service but
there can be long waitlists so start early.

*  Visit your GP. They can refer for hearing
checks, even mild hearing loss can affect
speech so it's an important step.

. Check out more than words from the
following resource.

https://learningfromhome.govt.nz/resources/
more-words




Around the Regions

South Otago
Diwali celebrations at Balclutha Kindergarten.

Porirua

Toru Fetd celebrates the
beautiful language of Niue for
Niue Language Week.

Wellington
Having fun on the trampoline at
Brooklyn Kindergarten in Wellington.

Wairarapa
York Street Kindergarten and their young scientists.




Horowhenua | Kapiti
Problem solving using puzzles at Parsons
Avenue Kindergarten in Levin. Central Plateau
Taihape Kindergarten celebrated
Diwali and dressing up.

Whanganui
Tamariki learning about germinating seeds
and having fun while doing it, at Aramoho

Kindergarten. Hutt Valley
Being brave and trying new things at
Silverstream Kindergarten.




